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Chelsea gold medal-winning
garden designer Jo Thompson
shares her tips for planning a
small but stylish urban haven.
Interview by Caroline Wheater

Jo Thompson knows a thing or two
about creating bijou gardens. At the
2009 RHS Chelsea Flower Shon,

her courtyard design for children's
charity Demelza House won a
silver-gilt medal. This year, she won

a gold and the award for Best Urban
Garden with her show garden for the
charity Thrive, Her winning design,
titled “The Unexpected Gardener™, was
a sleck, tramquil space that was aimed
at older and less able people, offering
easy-access ralsed beds, abundanl seating,
shade and low-maintenance planting schemes.
So, what are the secrets to her success?

*»QUTDOOR ELEGANCE _
“Treat your garden like your house,” is Thompson's |
opening gambit. “I view it as another living space
that deserves as much investment as a room indoors.”
Accordingly, she doesn™t scrimp on furniture or
features, and likens pots to cushions, interchanging |
them 1o spice up seasonal planting or to use as a
poriable kitchen garden. She approves of painting
nondescript walls and fences to give visual lilt 1o
a space. “The Farrow & Ball exterior range for wood
and masonry that we used at Chelsea is as good as
anything for the interior,” she comments.
E‘F’hm s also high on her list — if starting a
garden From seratch, she likes to lay cabling so that
trees can be spot-lit and steps and paths ilhaminated.
“You can cable for speakers, too, and have an iPod
point hidden in seating,” she adds. For easy
mainienance, a simple irigation systém - a pipe
with drip holes = saves water and worry,

»» HATCHING A PLAN _
But where to start? “Firstly, don’t be put'off by
what you've inheérited in a garden,” says Thompson.
Her first step is to create interest: “Even in a small
garden, there should be two or three destinations.
with plants to loeok at along the way.” The foacal

feature. an arbour or a fire bowl, .
Inspired by childhood visits 1o formal ltalian
pardens, her instinet is to use geometric shapes in

points to draw the eye could be sealing. o water .
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bark such as the Tibetan cherry (Primus sermdal,
and the paperbark ti e {Aser grizeum), both of

heds. paths and patios or lerraces, soflened by loose, | which can grow e around 324 high. Amelanchier

blovesy planting. She prelers hard fandscaping over
a Euu:é_'lf.en:-]:tiu of lawn, and hkes her seating: “For

=Ballerina” is another favourite, with spring blossom
| sl grad leal colour in antumn, growing up to 191t

those idle moments, [ incorporate lots of places to | In winter, the trees have a sculplural quality.

sit,” she says. =I often have a raised bed in a terraced
ared, with 1t Gin walls that double as seats,”

For extended patios and terraces, she
prefers durable materials — limestone,
although it can be slippery in the
rain, York stone {new and
reclaimed), and hardwood
decks. For paths, she uses
Cedec (www.ced.ltd uk).

a mix of granite and quartzite
aggregates. “IU's easier to walk
on than traditional gravel and

gives a dean look,” she says. ..
»» CREATING HEIGHT iy
Thompson has a penchant T

for installing largich trees, as
apposed 1o “doll's house
variclics™ in small gardens: “It
means you make the most of
the cubic volume.” She likes
haldly structured varieties, with
multinle stems and beaulifiul

Another way to raise the eye level is w plant against
walls and fences and over arbours, Thompson
teams roses with clematis, so thal one or the
other is always in flower from May to
October. Favourite combinations are the
roses “Pink Perpétue” or “lecberg”
planted with eary floweri
alping “Frances Rivis™ and “Willy™,
and the later Dowering Clerralis
vificella "Eioile Violette™ The
modest-sized scented honeysuckle,
Laridcera “Serotina”, is another good
buy. They can all be kept under
eontrol with a light prune each year.

»» & TAPESTRY OF COLOUR

For flower beds, Thompson
favours troditional
herbaceous perennials that
die down in winter and

spring u|> the following year,

nerding lillle more than a

Epo-d mulch with compaost and/

 garden deskan at this
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or manure in autumn and some feed in spring. She
Jo Themsen's winning | likes to plant a veil of tall plants at the front of a bed

Sitting pretty: above,

- a mass of Verbenn boratiensis, say — that reveals

year's RHS Chelsea | lmmwgmi-n.n,% things ot the back. "It's a very loose |

Flower Show; left, planting style that creates a tapestry eflect,” she explains.
containers with Buxus, |  Colour depends on taste, but a palette of three
pansies and grasses basic colours works best - pale for a spacious

look, jewel for vibrancy. “And rather than have 50
different plants, limit yourself (o 12 or 15 rtéept::a bt |
use: several of them. This prevents the garden from |
looking dotty,” adds Thompson. Extra comph comes
from bulbs planted in spring and in autumn, for
latc- and early-season flowering, while evergreen
box balls and cubes provide winter structure.

As with her garden for Thrive, she ollen uses one
plant regularly to provide a sense of unity in the beds.
At Chelsea, it was white cow parsley (Anthriscus

Thompson

‘ stilvestris], but Thompson also loves the purple &
b [ “Bavenswing™ variety. Hardy geraniums ore another
[Earms roses x :I;Ipli.ﬂl.'blgﬂlﬂt 1:.:1'1Em]'_|-e[ii|§| ES!I:] ar dappled shade,
1 i Last, but not least, include some self-seeders
with clematis | that may provide a few baby plants at no extra 1:11:3[.
f | such as Lady's Mantle { Alchemilla muollis), fennel,
S'EJ ihﬂf D”? {:H" Verbena bonariensis, feather grass (Shpa fewnissinna),
| fﬂg ﬂth.ll_’lljl" IS N sedge ornamenial grasses and chives. It makes
good gardening scnse.
flower from

3 Thormpson is based #n Morden, Kent I
."uf.ﬂ‘}-‘ o Octoher 'f'r"""-"'-"'-' QHTENE soeenss inthammeorme-aenden-desion. co.wk) |
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s Made to last _ |
. T prathy and durabie i
metal bable. E115, and chair, |

4 £28,in Anisped Greenare |
fram the Bistro range By
French company Farmab, |
Availabie ina ranbow of
Lolours, fesa fermoluiom)

Hazy days
Hamnnocks and hiot
days goband in glore,
Swodsh designer
Sagalonm's Seasice
e 5 a smart choice,
From £23. (0844 264 | :
SO ww, ¥ i S
foyakiesigricou) r g
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Mioochin this white = L :
Adronda. chair, from : 2
£250), and be transported g5 : EE,

{0 your very own dock of P -
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Uise= Hieals stesl Revciver Frepll, £200,

for cooking, 35 a fre. o uniit arckliecer 35 |
a labi. (08700 2407 80 waw.healscouss ||

Double up

The Dauble Deck
Chair, £ 145 by
Cox & Com has
roafl, or twio
friendly adults or
several nippers in
i sty aoyic
fodds (ML S50
OF g witan
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Marrig Moyle, i5 2 thing to tressure = and vou get to chocse your

A deceptively Simpke green ook bench, from £690, by craftswoman | i
awn inscription toe, (01635 281 786 www.greenodkfurniture.couk)

S . . i A

L T— = ]




